
The Cap Rail...

The cap rail is also quite easy to make and install.  But
before you begin,  carve the slot that will accept the
bowsprit.  The cap rail is actually placed over the bowsprit
which will be seated in this notch cut out of the bulwarks.
(photo inset) The bowsprit will be made from 1/8” square
stock.  Therefore, the notch at the bow should be cut to
1/8” wide and just as deep (maybe a little deeper and
angled).  The slot must be big enough to allow the bowsprit
to slide into it after the cap rail is fixed in place.  Check out
the close-up drawing of this area on one of the blue prints.
Once you are satisfied that the bowsprit will easily slide into
place, start building the cap rail.

The kit supplies 3/32” wide strips of wood for the cap rail.
They are supposed to be steam-bent to establish the
curves at the bow and stern. It suggests that it be held in
place with nails until the glue dries. Forget that!  There is a
much easier way.  I purchased a 4” x 24” sheet of bass
wood that was 1/32” thick.  It cost me $1.89.  I placed the
hull on top of this sheet and pressed the sheet firmly
against it.  The same method we used to trace the hull
shape for the waterway.  Trace the shape of the hull.

The cap rail is 1/8” wide as measured from the blue prints.

It also hangs over the bulwarks slightly inboard and out-
board.  Draw a second line 1/8” inside the traced outline to
establish the cap rail width.  Use a sharp blade to cut out
the cap rail in one piece.  Don’t cut along your lines 
exactly.  In fact, cut about 1/16” outside of these lines to
create a ‘much oversized version of the cap rail’.  After glu-
ing it to the top of the bulwarks and stanchions, you can
use some sandpaper to narrow the cap rail to its actual
width.  Keep the over hang inboard and outboard consis-
tent while sanding.  The plans also indicate that the cap
rail should be painted dark brown.  I decided not to use
paint and stained the cap rail instead.  I chose a shade
that was not to dark but sill created a pleasing contrast
with the unfinished bulwarks.  Thinking ahead, I figured
that the tops of the companion ways and hatches will need
to be the same color.  I did not want them to collectively
overwhelm the model if a darker shade was chosen.  

Bulwark Details...

From this point on I will be finishing several tasks at a time.
After they are completed I will take a photo of that progress
and explain in detail how it was accomplished.  The first of
these photos is presented below.   It shows the bulwark
cleats and eye bolts in place and the holes drilled through
the bulwarks which include the hawse pipe lids.  
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holes drilled through bulwarks hawse pipe lid - kit supplied (not yet painted)
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I drilled all of the holes through the bulwarks that were shown
on the plans.  Including those needed for the hawse pipe lids.
This was a pretty straight forward procedure.  Three holes 
will need to be made on each side of the hull.  I took careful
measurements from the plans to determine their position.
Use a strip of paper to measure the distance from the top of
the bulwarks.  The same method we used to establish the
proper height for the scupper slots.

I must confess, when I drilled the hole for the starboard
hawse pipe, it was made to low and at a bad angle.  The drill
bit damaged the deck and waterway.  I did my best to correct
and conceal the error.  It happens to all of us at one time or
the other.  Anyway, it wasn’t so terrible and I pressed on with
the work.

Lightly sand the kit-supplied hawse pipe lids that will cover
the holes.  Glue them into position and paint them black.  The
four remaining holes don’t have pre-cast fittings to place over
them.  They just need to be drilled with care and cleaned up
with a little sandpaper and paint.  

Moving inboard,  three eyebolts were secured to each side of
the bulwarks.  The eye bolts were cut to a reasonable length
and the excess brass wire saved for future use.  Paint them
black and insert them into pre-drilled holes on their respective
bulwark stanchions.  The eye bolts supplied with the kit are to
large.  Should you want to keep the model to its proper scale,
you can create your own eye bolts by using 28 gauge black
wire. They are easy to make and a smaller size would look
more authentic.  The eye can be shaped with a neddle-nosed
pliers.  

The cleats are a different story.  Only six 5mm cleats come
supplied with the kit.  Examination of the plans clearly show
that many more will be needed to complete this project.  We
will either have to buy more on the internet or fabricate our
own.  But for the task at hand the six cleats will be sufficient.
There are 3 on each side of the hull.  If you look at the plans,
it shows the cleats mounted to the stanchions in the horizon-
tal position.  If you test fit one against a stanchion you will see
that the base of the cleat will have to be filed down on both
sides so they don’t stick out.  They should resemble the letter

“T” when finished instead of the letter “H”. 

The base should be filed down to the same width as the 
stanchion it will be mounted to.  Unfortunately, glue
alone will not have the bonding strength to keep them in
place.  If the rigging that is belayed to this cleat is to
taught it would make the cleat break off.  I don’t care
how small your fingers are.  A crowded deck with a maze
of hatches and rigging and fittings, would make it impos-
sible to navigate through.  You would have a tough time
gluing it back into position.

Extra insurance is needed to make sure it stays right
where you put it.  You will need to drill a small hole into
the bottom of each cleat base.  Insert and glue the
excess brass wire that you saved after cutting the eye-
bolts earlier.  Then drill a small hole into the stanchion
and glue the cleat into it.  I am sure that it wont break
free after all this.  It does take a lot of time to modify
each cleat but “better safe than sorry”.  Paint the cleats
black after they are all installed.

Splash Rail, Fairleads 
and Mast Holes...

Wood is supplied for the splash rails in the kit.  They are
the strips that are 1mm thick and 3mm wide.  Rather
than bending the splash rail as you are gluing it onto the
model,  I pre-formed the curve before hand using a sim-
ple jig.   I traced the curve of the splash rail from the
plans and glued it onto some scrap wood.  I inserted
some large nails along the path of this curve.  After
soaking the wood to be used for the splash rails, clamp
them into this jig.  Let them dry overnight in the jig.
When dry, the strips will hold the shape of the curve.

Now you can cut them to length and sand them to the
proper profile.  The notch for each splash rail can be
made with a small round needle file.  Paint them black
before gluing them into place.  Once mounted simply
touch up the paint where its needed.

splash rail
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I thought this would be a good time to drill the holes for the
two masts.  I wanted to do it now before the deck gets to
crowded with fittings.  You can use a home made guide simi-
lar to the one described in the kit-supplied instructions.  You
could also just cut the angle for each mast into some card-
board and use them for your guide.  Don’t make these holes
to large.  It is better to drill the holes with a smaller diameter
than needed.  The base of each mast can be notched (ten-
non) to fit into these smaller holes.  Use the actual wooden
dowels supplied for the masts to find the correct diameter.  

The fairleads are located on top of the caprail at the stern.
These fittings are not supplied with kit and need to be
scratch-built.  Examine the photo on the previous page for the
unpainted fairlead.  A tiny piece of manila folder was used for
the base of the fairlead.  The thin black wire supplied with the
kit (28 gage) was cut and shaped as shown.  It was glued to
the base with super glue (cyanacrylate).  When dry, paint
them black and glue them in place.

You could buy these ‘ready-made’ on the internet.  They are
not that expensive on their own but if many fittings and addi-
tional raw materials are bought, the costs can add up quickly.
There are many different ways to fabricate these fittings.  I
chose this method because I though it would be the easiest.
Especially for those of you who have never made parts this
tiny before.  Feel free to experiment with different materials
and techniques.  Depending on your skill level I am sure you
can find another way.

Chainplates and Deadeyes...

Six chainplates will need to be made which will secure
the deadeyes along the cap rail.  We will be using the
strip of brass that came supplied with the kit.  Cut six
pieces that are 9/16” long.  The photo below shows the 5
steps used to complete and install the chainplates and
their deadeyes.  

STEP 1- Bend the top of each strip as shown.  Do not
crimp it tightly together.  It should form a ‘hook’ with
some space in between.  This hook will become the top
of each chainplate which should measure 1/2” long after
the hook is formed.

STEP 2- File both sides of the ‘hook’ portion of the
chainplate.  It should be narrowed considerably.  It will
need to fit into a hole that will be drilled through the
caprail.

STEP 3- Drill three evenly spaced holes through the
chainplate.  The top-most hole should not be placed to
high.  When bolted to the hull,  this hole should be posi-
tioned below the ‘step’ carved into the ships side.  (see
the photo inset of step 5)

STEP 4- Use the thinnest black rigging line provided with
the kit.  Place it under the hook as shown.  This thread
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will be used to tie the deadeyes and secure them atop the
caprail.

STEP 5- Drill small holes through the cap rail taking their
actual positions from the plans.  Be sure that the holes on
each side of the ship are aligned port and starboard.  You
may want to drill the holes at an angle so they are sure to
exit the bottom of the cap rail outboard.  The holes need to
be large enough to allow the ‘hook’ of each chainplate (with
rigging) to rest inside of them.  Push the hook of each chain-
plate up into the hole after feeding the rigging line through
first.  It should be a snug fit.  It should look similar to the
photo on the previous page before the deadeye is tied off.
The hook should not be pushed through the hole.  In fact,  it
should not protrude above the surface of the cap rail.

Little brass nails are supplied with the kit.  Use these to
secure the chainplates to the hull.  They will obviously need
to be shortened before use.  They shouldn’t be so long that
they will penetrate through the inside of the bulwarks.  Holes
for these nails should be pre-drilled into the hull before
inserting them.  I placed a tiny bit of glue on the tip of each
nail before inserting them into place.  Please study the plans
for the proper angles of each chainplate.  They aren’t simply
placed straight up and down on the hull.  They are place on
an angle that follows the run of the shroud being secured to
that chainplate.  This angle is very slight but should be
addressed and replicated.  You can insert a ‘dummy mast ‘
into the holes on deck with a string tied to it.  This can be
used to find the angle for each chainplate.  It will be
demostrated in more detail during class. 

The deadeyes should be tied off as shown with a double
knot and secured with a drop of super glue.  The glue will
actually turn the thread into a hard plastic.  Don’t use to
much.   Paint the chainplates black.  I also decided to paint
the deadeyes black.  Not because this was actual practice
on pilot schooners during the mid 19th century, but because
I like how it looks.  I will be painting all of the blocks black as
well.  This is my preference and you don’t have to paint
them if you don’t share my artistic opinion.  I have always
painted the blocks and deadeyes black on my models
regardless of how many people tell me its wrong to do so.  A
ship model is just as much ART as it is an HISTORICALLY
FAITHFUL and ACCURATE COPY.  You can lean more one
way or the other,  no one should judge otherwise.

eye boltsbelaying pins

Belaying Pins and Eyebolts...

A few more details need to be added to the cap rail before
we start building the deck structures and companionways.
Examine the plans for the positions of the belaying pins
and eyebolts.  You will find them along the cap rail next to
the deadeyes you just installed.  

There are only 18 brass belaying pins supplied with the
kit.  Once again, many more will be needed in order to
complete this model.  As you can see, this is a consistent
problem.  Why not just supply the 30 or so that the plans
call for?    So rather than use the ones supplied with the
kit,  I will fabricate my own for those positioned along the
cap rail.  They were made from 22 gage black wire.  I cut
them to the length specified on the plans.  Holes were
drilled along the cap rail where they will ultimately be
placed.  A tiny bit of glue was used to secure them into
position.  I touched them up afterwards with some black
paint.  

Install the eyebolts in the same manner.  The ones sup-
plied with the kit are to big and out of scale.  So more
were created using a needle-nosed pliers to make the
eyes smaller.  Install and paint them black.  Once again
cut them to length before you glue them into the holes.
The ‘stems’ should not protrude through the bottom of the
rail where they can be seen.

Traveler for the Boom Sheet...

The boom sheet refers to the rigging used to keep the
boom from swinging wildly while the ship is at sea.  The
blocks for the boom sheet will be rigged to a fitting at the
stern that looks like a little stool.  This is the traveler.  It is
not kit-supplied and needs to be made.

Examine the plans for the size and proportions of the trav-
eler.  I used a strip of brass for the top of the traveler.  It
was 1/8” wide and cut to length.  A small slot needs to be
cut into the top of the traveler.  The strope of the block will
pass through this slot.   I drilled several small holes
through the brass along what will be this slot.  The brass
material left between these holes was carefully removed
with a sharp blade.



A pair of legs were shaped out of 22 gage black wire.  The
top of the traveler was glued to these legs.  Once again,
they should really be soldered together.  I managed to avoid
this and used more super glue.  I truly must spend some
time getting comfortable with soldering.  Paint the entire
assembly black.

Place the traveler in position at the stern and mark the posi-
tion of each leg with a pencil.  Drill holes into the deck at
these reference points.  An eyebolt needs to be placed
directly beneath the traveler for securing a single block.  do
this before mounting the traveler permanently.  (see the the
photo above)

An additional eyebolt should also be placed directly in front
of the traveler where another single block will be needed.
Both of these blocks should be put into place before moving
on to the next step.  As I mentioned earlier,  I will be painting
these blocks black.  These blocks are incredibly small.  It will
take a lot of patience to get comfortable rigging them to the
eye bolts.  There is no trick to this, and everyone needs to
find the best way that works for them.  I tie the blocks to the
eybolts first and then mount them on the model.  Except in
the case for the eyebolt underneath the traveler.

traveler

The Wheel House...

Making the wheel house is fairly easy.  The only difficult
part will be getting comfortable handling such small
pieces.  Start by cutting a strip of wood to size.  You will
find that an appropriate sized strip is provided with the kit.
It should end up being 5/16” long x 1/4” high x 1/4” wide.
Take the exact measurements from the plans.  As you can
see in the photos below, the block of wood is only about
the size of a sugar cube.  It needs to be sanded to the
correct shape as shown in the plans.  The roof will need
to be curved and it should slope downward as it works it
way to the stern.  

When you are satisfied with the shape of the wheelhouse,
paint it white.  Sand it between multiple coats for the best
finish.  Any dents or scratches can be filled with wood
filler and sanded before you paint.

We will be using more of that ‘manila’ folder to finish it up.
Cut some very thin strips from the manila folder and use
them to simulate the molding around the base of the
wheel house.  It should be about 1/32” wide. Once again,



take the exact measurements from the plans.  Stain the
strips before gluing them onto the wheel house.  

An additional piece of manila will be cut and used for the
roof.  Allow for a slight overhang all around the roofline.
Draw some pencil lines on the roof to represent individual
planks of wood and stain it the same color that you used for
the molding and cap rail.  

You could have used a thin sheet of wood to create these
elements, but it would have most likely been out of scale.
Even a sheet of wood that is 1/32” thick would look to thick
and chunky.  The manila takes the stain well and is closer to
the appropriate scale.

Drill a small hole in the forward side of the wheel house
which will ultimately accept the ship’s wheel.  Don’t glue the
wheel into position yet because it will only get in the way
when we work in the cockpit area.  You can prepare and
paint the wheel now if you wanted to, but hold off on gluing it
into position.  Instead, glue the wheel house onto the deck
without it.

Companionway for the Aft Deck...

You might have expected that the cockpit coaming would be
fitted in the next step.  Instead, we will be building the aft
companionway.  If we had glued the cockpit into position first
and positioned the two halves incorrectly,  the companionway
would certainly be more difficult to prepare and install. 

Take the proportions and measurements from the plans.  Cut
a piece of wood to those specs.  Shape it in the same way
that you did for the wheel house.  More manila  was cut and
used for the molding around its base.  But before gluing
them onto the companionway,  two additional pieces were
cut and glued on both sides of the entrance.  The entire
companionway was then painted white.  See the photos
above for more detail.    Only after this has been completed
should you apply the pre-stained molding around the base of

the companionway as shown.  The roof was also cut to
the shape shown in the first photo (A).  The area under
the sliding top was cut out.  Stain it before gluing it on the
companionway.  Depending on the glue you are using,
when it dries, it could change the porosity of the manila
and cause the stain to cover unevenly.  So stain it before
gluing it into place.  

Two strips of wood (1/16” x1/16”) were carved to repre-
sent the runners for the sliding top.  The carved portion
will be visible as shown.  Glue them on the roof of the
companionway.  Stain them the same color as the roof.
Photo (B)  shows these two pieces in place with the front
and back of the sliding top also completed.  Some black
paint was used to simulate the hinge/lock on the entrance
of the companionway.  Finally the roof for the sliding top
was cut and stained.  Glue it to the top of the runners
allowing for a slight overhang.  

When mounting the completed companionway onto the
deck, use the cockpit coamings to help find the correct
position  (Photo C).  You can always add more detail than
I just described.  I chose a simplified design for the com-
panionway for those of you building your first model.  

Cockpit...

The cockpit coaming can now be painted and mounted
onto the model.  I must first point out that schooners of
this time period would have had the cockpit floor lowered.
It would normally be about one foot lower than the sur-
face of the aft deck.  We will not be modifying the model
to reflect this detail.  If we were going to show this fea-
ture, the area of the cockpit would have needed to be
carved down to the proper level before applying the sheet
of decking.   To do so now would be extremely difficult.

Sand any imperfections smooth on both halves of the
cockpit coaming.  They will need to be painted white. The
metal used to cast these pieces is very soft.  They are
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easily bent and may not be the correct shape.  Place them
on top of the blueprint to see if they need to be adjusted
before you paint them.  Trace the shape of each half onto a
manila folder.  These pieces should be cut out with a sharp
blade and stained.  These will be used to represent the
wooden seat on top of the coaming.  Glue them to the top of
each.

You can glue these two coamings onto the model but test fit
them first to find the best position for each half.  There
should be an equal amount of space on each side of the
cockpit.  The ships wheel can now be placed into the hole
you drilled into the wheel house.  But don’t glue it on perma-
nently yet.  We need to create the grating that is located
under the wheel.  This will help us determine how thick the
finished grating will need to be in order to fit underneath the
wheel.

The material needed for constructing the grating is not sup-
plied in the kit.  This feature is noted on the plans.  Rather

Grating material

Cockpit
CoamingGrating

than building the grating from scratch, I used grating strips
that are available commercially.  I bought the smallest
scale available where the individual holes in the finished
grating are .75mm square.  They are pretty small but still
look a bit oversized on the model.  If you are building your
first model, this would be the way to go.  In order to cre-
ate a grating from scratch to the proper scale, you would
need a mini table saw to do so.  It is probably safe to
assume that you would rather spend $2.79 on one pack-
age of grating strips than several hundred dollars for a
good table saw.  I will say that if you do plan on sticking
with the hobby after you finish the Phantom,  it would be
money well spent.   I do wish that Model Shipways would
have supplied the 10 strips required. 

The finished grating will be to thick to fit under the ships
wheel.  It will need to be sanded down on both sides to
about half of its original thickness in order to be used.
You will now realize that if the cockpit floor was lowered
about 1/8” as they were typically done in real practice, the
grating would have ample room to slip under the wheel.

When it has been sanded to the correct thickness, stain
the grating and glue it into position.  The ship’s wheel can
finally be glued into place as well.  Even with the scaling
problems and not modifying the depth of the cockpit,  the
results are quite good.   Much more attention to historical
accuracy and scale will be made in the next ‘companion’
I am preparing to write.   If you are thinking about pursu-
ing the hobby further, please do look for it.  I have yet to
choose the subject (ship) for the next project, but it will
most likely be an intermediate level project which will be
heavily modified for accuracy and detail.  This was not my
intention or goal for the Phantom guide.

Bollards...

The bollards have been supplied with the kit as metal
castings.  I chose not to use them and will build them

Bollards



from scratch instead.  There are four of them located on
the aft deck on both sides of the cockpit coaming.  The
bollards supplied with the kit are to short.   Using a strip of
1/16” x 1/16”  basswood, cut four pieces to the correct
length.  Take these measurements from the plans.  The
two aft-most bollards will have a small piece of 22 gage
wire passed through them as shown in the photo on the
previous page.  Drill the appropriate sized hole through the
bollard to accept the wire and glue it into place. All four
bollards also had a small piece of 28 gage wire inserted
into the bottom of their bases.  These pins were used to
secure the bollards firmly to the deck with some glue.  Pre
drill the holes into the deck where each bollard will be
secured.  

The bollards were all painted black before gluing them into
place.  You might also opt to stain them the same color as
the companionway roof.  But paint the wire black that pass-
es through each of the two bollards towards the stern.  It is
not clear from the plans how they should be treated.
Another acceptable color to paint them would be white.
This is one of those times where not enough information is
known and you will have to make a decision based on your
own personal preference.  There were many varieties of
bollards in use at the time.

The Stove Pipe...

The stove pipe is supplied as a Britannia metal casting.
You only need to clean up the the stove pipe with some
sand paper where its needed.  Paint it black and glue it
into a pre-drilled hole just forward of the companionway.
Use the plan of the deck layout to find its exact position.
Then take some of the thin black wire (28 gage) supplied
with the kit and bend them to create the protective cage
that surrounds the stove pipe.  Two pieces will be needed.
These will be placed into additional pre-drilled holes as
shown in the photo above.   A tiny drop of super glue was
applied where the two wires cross each other.  Touch up
any areas with black paint before moving on to the next
step.

Building the Skylight...

The skylight will be made similar to the way we built the
companionway.  Take the measurements from the plans,
Cut a piece of wood to the correct proportions.  We will be
adding some 1mm thick strips of wood to frame out the win-
dows so this block of wood should be 1 mm smaller than
the actual finished dimensions (on each side). Sand the
gentle curve (camber) of the roof .  There are three win-
dows on each side of the skylight and two more at the front
and back.   The kit-supplied instructions suggest painting
the windows light blue.  They would have had iron bars
across the front of each window for protection.  I didn’t want
the windows to be the only feature on the model painted a
color other than black.  I thought it would stick out like a
sore thumb.  I decided to paint them black but wanted the
resulting texture to be more characteristic of glass.  

So I painted all four sides of the skylight black without even
measuring for the individual panes.  Then I took a roll of
shiny packaging tape and covered the four sides with it.
The tape is extremely glossy and when placed over the
black paint looked very much like glass.  It is hard to see
this in the photos below, but you can see the roll of tape in
the left hand corner of the first photo.  

When that was completed, I took some 1mm thick wood



and cut it into strips 1/32” wide.  I used these strips to
frame the windows on each side of the skylight.  They were
cut to length and super glued to the taped surface.  I was
very careful to use the smallest amount of glue necessary.
See the first photograph shown.  The wood strips were
painted white.  To finish up the skylight, I cut some strips
from the manila folder to use for the base molding.  I also
cut and stained the appropriate sized piece which was used
for the roof.  The same process that we used for the com-
panionway.  When I was finished,  I thought about adding
small pieces of wire to create the bars in front of each win-
dow.  The kit supplied instructions suggest painting these
bars on the window panes directly.   Either way,  the task
would be difficult.  The pictures do not adequately show
how small the skylight windows actually are.  My experi-
ence over the years made me realize that if done poorly the
results would hurt the overall appearance of the model.  But
omitting the bars all together would not.  I also agree that if
well done, the bars would enhance the look and value of
the finished piece.  

That considered, I opted to omit them.  I can assume that
the majority of you are building your very first ship model
and I must try not to lose sight of that.  If it is your first
model, these will be the questions you must ask yourself as
you proceed.  I hope you will agree,  after examining the
photos of the completed model that it was the correct deci-
sion.  But try if you must.  The worst thing that could hap-
pen is that you will have to throw the skylight away and
build another one.  Just hold off on gluing the skylight onto
the deck until it is completely finished.

The Fife Rails...

The fife rail is also supplied as a casting.  There are three
pieces to assemble.  The fife rail has two stanchions that
need to be glued into little holes along the rail.  The cast-
ings will need some considerable cleaning up with some
sandpaper and files.  Be sure to drill the holes clean along
the fife rail that will accept the 4 kit-supplied belaying pins.
When you are satisfied with the appearance of the three
pieces, glue them together.  The pins for each stanchion
which need to be placed into the fife rail were to long.  Trim
them and test fit before gluing them into place.   Paint the
entire assembly white.  There were actually more than four 

belaying pins on the fife rail.  The plans show a true-to-life 
drawing of how it looked on the actual ship.  You could drill
additional holes along the rail where the other pins would
be, but that would be impossible along the rail between
the two uprights.  Unless you decide to scrap the supplied
fife rail all together and build a new one from scratch, I
would suggest using them as is.  This is what I decided to
do.  

Glue the four belaying pins into their holes and paint them
black.  Examine the plans and you will notice that both fife
rails on the model have cleats mounted on one side of the
uprights.   Each fife rail has one, but they are on different
sides.  I carved it out of a small piece of stripwood and
glued it onto the fife rail.  This cleat was also painted
black.  You can see the completed fife rail assembled in
the photo above.  It has not been glued into position over
the hole for the main mast yet.

In fact, before doing so, the mast coat needs to be made
and glued onto the deck.  You will notice in that same
photo that the mast has been temporarily placed into the
hole.  I wanted to show you how the mast coat would look
after the mast was inserted.  The mast coat is the small
washer-like piece of manila folder that was glued to the
deck around the base of the mast.  In real practice this
would have been made of wood and wrapped in a heavy
canvas material and tarred over.  Its purpose is to provide
extra support for the mast so it fits tightly into the hole in
the deck.  They were actually made of many individual
wedges that are forced into the hole along the diameter of
the mast.  As I mentioned earlier, the manila folder was
used to create a simulated mast coat.  I traced the diame-
ter of the actual mast onto the folder and cut it out with a
sharp blade.  The width of the finished mast coat is 1/16”.
Glue it over the hole , but remove the mast.  This will not
be added until much later.  It should only be placed into
the hole so you can check that the fife rail is placed in the
correct position. The main mast is raked toward the stern
and you must make sure that the angle needed will not be
problematic because the fife rail was placed to far forward.
Glue the fife rail onto the deck over the location of the
mast coat.  Do this while you have the mast temporarily in
place at its proper angle.  You can see the fife rail installed
in photo on the next page.

Mast coat

Cleat



Navigation Lights and Pumps...

The pumps were glued into position next.  They are also
supplied as castings in the kit.  They were cleaned up and
painted black.  Pre-drill holes into the deck after finding their
proper locations on the plans. Simply glue them into place
on both sides of the fife rail.

The castings for the navigation lights were cleaned up but
some additional work was required before they could be
painted.  A small hole should be drilled into the bottom of
each light.  Insert a piece of wire cut to the proper length
into each hole to create the light’s pole.  This is not supplied
in the kit and after a lot of searching I ended up using an
extra large paper clip.  The paper clip was made out of wire
that was the diameter I was looking for.  It needs to be
strong enough so it wont bend in the unlikely event of an
accident.  

Another hole was drilled into the side of the light into which
a brass belaying pin was inserted.  This is the handle used
to direct the light.  The entire assembly was painted black
except for the light itself.  See the photo above. 

Drill a small hole into the deck along the waterway where
the navigation light will be placed.   Again, check the plans
for the exact location.  Glue the light into the hole.  There

Navigation light

Pumps

would have been an iron strap that secured the pole along
the inside of the cap rail.   They were made from the extra
copper tape that was used to make the plates for the bot-
tom of the hull.  A very small piece was cut and glued to
the inside edge of the cap rail.  This was also painted
black.

Fore Deck Fittings...

To begin building the fittings on the fore deck, simply
repeat the methods previously described in order to com-
plete the fife rail,  companionway, ventilator and bollards.
There is no need to repeat the instructions.  The compan-
ionway is built in the same fashion as before except the
proportions are different.  Take these measurements from
the plans.  Also make note of where each of these fittings
will be placed on the fore deck.  

The fife rail for this deck is the same as the one we made
for the aft deck.  The only difference being that the cleat is
located on the opposite upright.  Don’t forget to add the
mast coat at the base of the fore mast before gluing the
fife rail into place.  The ventilator is treated in the same
way as we did for the stove pipe.  A protective cage is
made out of wire and secured into holes drilled in the
deck.  

See the photo below for details.




